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DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH
Department Head: Dr. Raina Kostova

215 Stone Center

Mission Statement
Using innovative teaching approaches, the Department of English
empowers students to write and communicate across numerous current
and emerging fields, to think critically, and to solve problems creatively.
At all levels of instruction—from first-year composition through graduate
classes—the Department of English establishes a firm foundation for
students to begin their exploration of the world and, for English majors,
builds on that foundation with opportunities to enrich their cultural and
intellectual lives through classes that emphasize deep analysis, careful
research, and rigorous writing across several fields including the study
of literature, creative writing, and professional writing. The Department
of English both serves the needs of the University and strives to become
a destination department for those students whose personal goals and
intellectual curiosity align with the Department’s mission.

• English - Creative Writing (Bachelor of Arts) (https://catalog.jsu.edu/
undergraduate/arts-humanities-sciences/english/english-creative-
writing-ba/)

• English - Literature (Bachelor of Arts) (https://catalog.jsu.edu/
undergraduate/arts-humanities-sciences/english/english-literature-
ba/)

• English - Professional Writing (Bachelor of Arts) (https://
catalog.jsu.edu/undergraduate/arts-humanities-sciences/english/
english-professional-writing-ba/)

• Content Creation Minor (https://catalog.jsu.edu/undergraduate/arts-
humanities-sciences/english/content-creation-minor/)

• Creative Writing Minor (https://catalog.jsu.edu/undergraduate/arts-
humanities-sciences/english/creative-writing-minor/)

• Game Studies Minor (https://catalog.jsu.edu/undergraduate/arts-
humanities-sciences/english/game-studies-minor/)

• Literature Minor (https://catalog.jsu.edu/undergraduate/arts-
humanities-sciences/english/literature-minor/)

• Professional Writing Minor (https://catalog.jsu.edu/undergraduate/
arts-humanities-sciences/english/professional-writing-minor/)

Professor
Davis, Randall C. (https://catalog.jsu.edu/undergraduate/faculty-admin/

faculty/#davis82)

Gray, Larry (https://catalog.jsu.edu/undergraduate/faculty-admin/
faculty/#gray117)

Kostova, Raina (https://catalog.jsu.edu/undergraduate/faculty-admin/
faculty/#kostova173)

Stone, Staci (https://catalog.jsu.edu/undergraduate/faculty-admin/
faculty/#stone294)

Associate Professor
Ahmed, Rashad (https://catalog.jsu.edu/undergraduate/faculty-admin/

faculty/#ahmed3)

Douglas, Christopher C. (https://catalog.jsu.edu/undergraduate/faculty-
admin/faculty/#douglas90)

Porter, Andrea (https://catalog.jsu.edu/undergraduate/faculty-admin/
faculty/#porter253)

Vaughn, Jennie (https://catalog.jsu.edu/undergraduate/faculty-admin/
faculty/#vaughn318)

Assistant Professor
Billingsley, Khadeidra (https://catalog.jsu.edu/undergraduate/faculty-

admin/faculty/#billingsley34)

Griffith, Jessica (https://catalog.jsu.edu/undergraduate/faculty-admin/
faculty/#griffith119)

Lonsberry, Gabriel (https://catalog.jsu.edu/undergraduate/faculty-admin/
faculty/#lonsberry187)

Rattner, Ashley (https://catalog.jsu.edu/undergraduate/faculty-admin/
faculty/#rattner258)

Reiff, Marija (https://catalog.jsu.edu/undergraduate/faculty-admin/
faculty/#reiff261)

Southwick-Thompson, Kimberly (https://catalog.jsu.edu/undergraduate/
faculty-admin/faculty/#southwick-thompson288)

Tigner, Julia (https://catalog.jsu.edu/undergraduate/faculty-admin/
faculty/#tigner304)

Truss, Thayer (https://catalog.jsu.edu/undergraduate/faculty-admin/
faculty/#truss311)

Distinguished Instructor
Bailey, Rodney (https://catalog.jsu.edu/undergraduate/faculty-admin/

faculty/#bailey16)

Burns, Christy C. (https://catalog.jsu.edu/undergraduate/faculty-admin/
faculty/#burns48)

Mattox, April (https://catalog.jsu.edu/undergraduate/faculty-admin/
faculty/#mattox196)

Instructor
Johnson, Katherine (https://catalog.jsu.edu/undergraduate/faculty-

admin/faculty/#johnson158)

Lockette, Timothy (https://catalog.jsu.edu/undergraduate/faculty-admin/
faculty/#lockette184)

McGhee, Curtis Jr. (https://catalog.jsu.edu/undergraduate/faculty-admin/
faculty/#mcghee203)

Nichols, Misti M. (https://catalog.jsu.edu/undergraduate/faculty-admin/
faculty/#nichols229)

Sasser, Tanya T. (https://catalog.jsu.edu/undergraduate/faculty-admin/
faculty/#sasser268)

Shellhorse, Susan (https://catalog.jsu.edu/undergraduate/faculty-admin/
faculty/#shellhorse273)
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Williams, Katelyn (https://catalog.jsu.edu/undergraduate/faculty-admin/
faculty/#williams339)
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